Rhetorical Strategy and Project Alignment
Chapter 11: Cost Proposals and Financial Storytelling
	CORE CHAPTER PRINCIPLE: A budget is a highly persuasive, rhetorical document that translates project operations into transparent, compliant calculations.



Strategic Development Questions
1. Explain the concept of 'Financial Storytelling'. How does your budget narrative connect numbers directly to project activities?
[Enter your strategic answer, evidence, and notes here...]
2. How will you rhetorically justify your personnel costs to prove that your staff are qualified and appropriately compensated?
[Enter your strategic answer, evidence, and notes here...]
3. How does your budget demonstrate extreme transparency, showing reviewers that every dollar requested is necessary and reasonable?
[Enter your strategic answer, evidence, and notes here...]
4. How will you explain and justify 'Indirect Costs' (administrative overhead) to a reviewer who may be skeptical of non-program costs?
[Enter your strategic answer, evidence, and notes here...]
5. What value does your budget narrative add to the overall logical arguments of the technical proposal?
[Enter your strategic answer, evidence, and notes here...]
Generative AI Co-Creation Prompt
	💡 RECOMMENDED GEN-AI PROMPT
You are a financial storyteller. Read this list of budget items: [Insert Items]. Draft a persuasive, professional Budget Narrative section that explains the logical necessity of each expense and connects it directly to our program goals.
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