Rhetorical Strategy and Project Alignment
Chapter 10: Problem Statements and Smartie Needs
	CORE CHAPTER PRINCIPLE: The problem and needs statements serve as the persuasive foundation of the proposal, requiring objective data and ethical framing.



Strategic Development Questions
1. What is the concise, single-sentence problem statement of your proposal?
[Enter your strategic answer, evidence, and notes here...]
2. How does your needs statement transition from a local context to broader, systemic social issues?
[Enter your strategic answer, evidence, and notes here...]
3. How will you rhetorically engage the funder by linking the severity of the problem directly to their organizational values?
[Enter your strategic answer, evidence, and notes here...]
4. How will you avoid emotional manipulation ('pity pitches') in favor of objective, logical urgency?
[Enter your strategic answer, evidence, and notes here...]
5. How does your problem statement lead directly, logically, and inevitably to your proposed solution?
[Enter your strategic answer, evidence, and notes here...]
Generative AI Co-Creation Prompt
	💡 RECOMMENDED GEN-AI PROMPT
You are a rhetorical analyst. Read this project description: [Insert Description]. Draft a single-sentence problem statement that is clear, compelling, and logically aligned with an asset-based needs narrative.
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